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Lights, Camera, Cook!

LITERACY MINDSET

SPEAKING, WRITING, 
AND LISTENING

These activities give 
students opportunities to 

practice speaking, listening, 
and writing skills.

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking, 
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term 
recall of important features of a story. These 
activities are organized by essential questions, 
which you will see in red.

How does competition affect people?
Competition brings out negative qualities in some of the 
children in the story, especially Oliver. Being too focused on 
winning can lead to selfishness and dishonesty in the name of 
coming out on top. On the other hand, some children (such 
as Tate and Rae) view the competition as an opportunity to 
improve themselves, learn new things, be creative, and meet 
new people.

1. 	 ORGANIZE AN ARGUMENT (45 MINUTES)

Provide students with the Persuasion Map below. Have them write 
a topic sentence stating which character they think should win the 
competition for Next Best Junior Chef. Then, instruct students to write 
at least two reasons for their statement and to support each reason 
with facts or examples from the book. At least one of their reasons 
should address how this character handles the competitive nature of 
the television show they are on. 

PRINTABLE: Persuasion Map https://bit.ly/3dgbHMu

2.	 WRITE AN EXPLANATORY TEXT (45 MINUTES)

As a class, brainstorm real or fictional competition television shows 
other than the one described in the book. These may include cooking 
competitions, game shows, or any other show in which contestants 
compete against each other. Have students write a description of this 
game show and then list a series of 4–6 directions for being successful 
in the competition. 

https://bit.ly/3dgbHMu
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3.	 WRITE A SHORT STORY (45 MINUTES)

Have students use the game show selected in Activity 2 as the basis for a short story. Instruct them to 
choose a character from Lights, Camera, Cook! and write a story about how this character would perform in 
the selected show. Have students use one of the story maps below to organize their writing.

PRINTABLE: Story Elements Graphic Organizers https://bit.ly/30YBJBy

4.	 SUMMARIZE A VISUAL PRESENTATION (30 MINUTES)

As a class, watch an episode of either Chopped Jr. or Junior Masterchef (full episodes are available on 
YouTube or Food Network On Demand). Then have students write a paragraph explaining what the winner 
did to win. Have them use the following organizer to plan their paragraph.

PRINTABLE: Basic Paragraph: Graphic Organizer https://bit.ly/37Ja09k

5.	 REPORT ON A TOPIC (Multiple class periods)

Help students look up contests that are open to their age group–for example, essay competitions, art 
contests, STEM competitions, etc. One source for finding such competitions is listed below. Have students 
choose one competition to enter and present to the class. Instruct them to explain what the competition is 
about and what they could win. Then have them share their entry. Require students to speak in complete 
sentences while delivering their presentation.

WEBSITE: Kudoswall—50 Competitions Every Student Needs To Know About https://bit.ly/3hLb9Sn

6.	 CREATE A VIDEO (Multiple class periods)

Break students up into groups of four or five. Assign each group a scene from the book 
that illustrates the characters getting into the competitive spirit of the cooking show. 
Instruct students to rehearse and perform the scene, focusing on tone, pronunciation, and 
pacing. Require students to use costumes, props, or another visual tool to enhance the 
performance. Have each group film the performance and present it to the class.

How can food help connect you to friends, family, and culture?
Some of the children in the cooking competition started cooking as part of a family tradition, 
and all of them have shared their cooking with their families and friends. In turn, their food is 
influenced by their family and culture. They are also introduced to new cultures through their 
study and preparation of new foods and cuisines from around the world.

7.	 RESEARCH A TOPIC (2–3 hours, plus time at home)

For homework, ask students to interview one or more family members about how the food they eat at home 
is connected to their cultural background. Then, instruct students to research the history of a recipe/dish 
that is a part of their cultural heritage and write a short report. Require students to answer the following 
questions in their report:

•	 When and where does the recipe/dish originate? 

•	 When do people normally prepare and eat it? 

•	 Why is this food important to your family? 

Guide students in recording the title and author of each source used in the report.

https://bit.ly/30YBJBy 
https://bit.ly/37Ja09k
https://bit.ly/3hLb9Sn
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8.	 DEMONSTRATE A PROCESS (2–3 class periods for editing and presentations, plus time 
at home for fi lming)

After students research a recipe with cultural significance for Activity 7, have them make that recipe at home 
(with an adult). Instruct students to film and narrate the process as if they are on a cooking show. Prior to 
assigning the activity, consider showing a segment of a cooking show to demonstrate the pacing student 
videos should emulate. Have students edit their video using an online tool and share their final product with 
the class.

9.	 KEEP A FOOD DIARY (1 WEEK)

For a week, have students keep a food diary. Instruct them to write an entry in a 
notebook for every meal in which they record what they ate, where they ate, who they 
ate with, and any other notable information (such as interesting conversations they 
had while eating, new food they tried, etc.). Students will use this food diary to create a 
blog in Activity 10.

10.	CREATE A BLOG (2 HOURS)

Show students the video below to help them understand the purpose of a blog. Then, have them use the 
food diary they completed in Activity 9 to create a non-public blog of their daily entries. This can be on 
your class website, or students can mimic a blog using a word processing tool. Students can choose images, 
themes, and backgrounds to enhance their writing. For their last entry, have students write a short reflection 
of what they learned during the week about the importance of food in their lives. https://bit.ly/2Yhk8TK

11 . 	ENGAGE IN GROUP DISCUSSION (45 MINUTES)

Show students the following video of children trying food from from around the world. Using the Snowball 
method of discussion (described in the link below), have students discuss the following topic: Why is it 
important to try different foods from around the world? What are the benefits? Are there any negatives to 
trying new foods?

VIDEO: Cut—American Kids Try Food From Around the World https://bit.ly/3elg0HN

PRESENTATION: Snowball Discussion Method https://bit.ly/3fKlIU4

12.	ASK QUESTIONS OF A SPEAKER (60 MINUTES)

Invite a speaker, such as a local chef or a cafeteria cook, to speak to the class about cooking and food 
communities. Before the speaker visits, present students with information about the speaker’s job. Then 
have each student write two or three questions they would like to ask the speaker. Their questions should be 
written in complete sentences and be appropriate to the situation.

https://bit.ly/3elg0HN
https://bit.ly/3fKlIU4

