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C L A S S
A C T I V I T I E SBecause of Winn-Dixie

3RD GRADE 

LITERACY MINDSET

SPEAKING, WRITING, 
AND LISTENING

These activities give 
students opportunities to 

practice speaking, listening, 
and writing skills.

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking, 
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term 
recall of important features of a story. These 
activities are organized by essential questions, 
which you will see in red.

How do you overcome fears?
Winn-Dixie is afraid of thunderstorms. The preacher calls it a 
pathological fear. India Opal helps Winn-Dixie by comforting 
him when there is a storm.

1. RESEARCH PHOBIAS (60 MINUTES)

Everyone has fears. Winn-Dixie has a fear of thunderstorms. Have students 
talk about fears that they have. Explain that a very strong fear of something 
could be a phobia. Share some of the information from the Healthline 
article below, including the five general categories of phobias and some 
common phobias. Have students choose a phobia to research. Provide 
them with the Research Chart below to record their findings. Then, instruct 
students to write a paragraph explaining what they learn in their research. 

WEBSITE healthline | Common and Unique Fears Explained 
https://bit.ly/2YYSwTG

PRINTABLE Research Chart https://bit.ly/2At7sAa

2. TALK ABOUT FEARS (30 MINUTES)

In Activity 1, students researched phobias. Have students write down three 
fears they have. Then, instruct them to pick one that they want to share 
with the class. Instruct students to explain their fear and how they learned 
they have the fear. Classmates can share if they have that fear, too. After 
students have shared, provide some ideas on how to deal with fear.

3. SPEAK IN COMPLETE SENTENCES (15 MINUTES)

Before students speak about their fears in Activity 2, discuss the 
difference between complete and incomplete sentences. Show the 
video linked below to enhance student understanding. Then explain 
that as students present, they should use complete sentences so the 
audience (their classmates) can clearly understand them.

VIDEO Sentence Fragments for Kids https://bit.ly/2Vrjh13

https://bit.ly/2YYSwTG
https://bit.ly/2At7sAa
https://bit.ly/2Vrjh13 


2
CURRICULUM

© Waterford Institute, Inc. All rights reserved.

C L A S S
A C T I V I T I E S	



How do you make friends?
India Opal moves to a new town. She has to make friends, and Winn-Dixie helps her.

4. DEFEND A POSITION (40 MINUTES)

In Chapter 13, Gloria asks India Opal about being friends with the Dewberry boys. 
India Opal says they are ignorant. Gloria thinks they are trying to make friends 
in a roundabout way. Ask students to think back to India Opal’s interactions 
with the brothers. Have them write a paragraph explaining whether they agree 
with India Opal or Gloria about the Dewberry brothers. Provide students with the 
following organizer to plan their writing.

PRINTABLE Oreo Writing Planner https://bit.ly/2NfNpaT

5. EXPLAIN A TOPIC (60 MINUTES)

Break students into six groups. Assign each group one of the sections on the 
Kids’ Health website linked below. The sections are: “What to Do,” “Best Friends,” 
“Getting Into the Group,” “Be Prepared,” “Try to Make Friends,” and “Dr Kim 
Says.” Have each group read and summarize their section. Then, instruct them to 
give two or more additional ideas that could be included in their section. Have 
groups share their findings and ideas on a poster or via a multimedia presentation.

WEBSITE Women’s and Children’s Health Network: Kids’ Health | Making friends https://bit.ly/2YZxAMs

6. INTERVIEW A FRIEND (30 MINUTES)

Instruct students to interview a friend. Have them ask their friend the following questions:

• What are some qualities you look for in a friend?

• What do you do if your friend does not like everything you like?

• What would you say to a person who thinks they can only have one friend?

• Do you treat all of your friends the same?

Require students to record their friend’s answers during the interview using the organizer linked below. Have 
the questions written on chart paper around the room. Instruct students to add their friend’s answers to the 
correct chart. Review responses and use some as the basis for a class discussion about friendship.

PRINTABLE Interview Graphic Organizer https://bit.ly/2BOQQTB

7. RECORD DIALOGUE (45 MINUTES)

By the end of the book, India Opal has made several friends including Sweetie Pie, Miss Franny, Otis, Gloria 
Dump, Amanda, and the Dewberry brothers. Have students look back in the story and find where India 
Opal met one of the characters. Have students work in pairs and practice reading the dialogue between the 
two characters, focusing on fluent reading with accurate expression. Finally, instruct students to record the 
section of dialogue using a recording app or program.

OOpinion stated clearly ________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RReason you feel your opinion is correct ___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

Example that supports your opinion with more details 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

RReason you feel your opinion is correct __________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Example that supports your opinion with more details 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________

Opinion restated with enthusiasm
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

Organizer

https://bit.ly/2NfNpaT
https://bit.ly/2YZxAMs
https://bit.ly/2BOQQTB
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What is the importance of community?
India Opal’s father is a preacher, so he is an integral part of the community. Through India Opal’s 
actions and friendliness, she too becomes a well-known community member and feels like the 
new town is her home.

8. CONTINUE THE STORY (60 MINUTES)

Because of Winn-Dixie takes place in the summer. Have students write a continuation of the story beginning 
with India Opal going to school. In the story, students should address the following questions:

• What advice do her new friends from the community (Miss Franny, Gloria, and Otis) give her
about school?

• How does India Opal make friends without Winn-Dixie by her side?

• Does India Opal see Sweetie Pie or the Dewberry brothers in school? If so, how do they interact?

Give students time to share their stories.

9. PUBLISH A STORY (45 MINUTES)

Meet with students individually to review the first draft of their writing from Activity 8. Provide students with 
suggestions for revision, focusing on their development of ideas and organization. Give students time to 
write a second draft of their story, then have them illustrate and publish it.

10.	DISCUSS COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT (40 MINUTES)

Ask students to think about their responses to the following questions:

• How would you describe your community?

• Who are the important members of your community?

• How do communities thrive when good people work to improve them?

• Which community members interact with India Opal?

• How do these community members promote positive community spirit?

Have students discuss responses using Concentric Circles. Place students in two circles, an inside and an 
outside. Each student on the inside is paired with a student on the outside and they face each other. Pose 
the first question to the group and have pairs discuss their responses. Then give students a signal to rotate. 
Students on the outside circle move one space to the right and now have a new partner. Follow the rotation 
by giving the next question for discussion. Continue until all questions have been discussed. 

11 . APPLY MAIN IDEAS FROM A NONFICTION TEXT (30 MINUTES)

Read aloud the section “About Splitting Up” in the article linked below. List the feelings that are mentioned 
in the article on the board: sad, scared, angry, guilty, confused, lonely, worried. Ask students to identify 
which of these feelings India Opal experiences. Have students give specific details from the novel to 
support their responses. Then, ask how the community members whom India Opal meets help her with 
these feelings. Instruct students to write a paragraph explaining how one of the characters in India Opal’s 
community helps her deal with her parents’ separation.

WEBSITE Women’s and Children’s Health Network: Kids’ Health | When parents split up 
https://bit.ly/2VMaqHi

https://bit.ly/2VMaqHi

