Freckle Juice

3RD GRADE
LITERACY MINDSET

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking,
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term
recall of important features of a story. These
activities are organized by essential questions,
which you will see in red.

Why should you value your unique characteristics?

In the story, Andrew Marcus wants something he doesn’t have—
freckles. By the end of the story, he does not mind that he does
not have freckles.

1. WRITE AN OPINION PARAGRAPH (45 MINUTES)

Marcus learns to accept his freckles by the end of the story. Ask
students to write a paragraph in response to this question:

Should people ever try to change the way they look?
Provide students with the organizer linked below to plan their writing.
PRINTABLE Opinion Writing https://bit.ly/3gbuevs

2. DEBATE AN OPINION (20 MINUTES)

Have students use the Philosophical Chairs strategy to discuss the
prompt introduced in Activity 1. Divide the room in two halves, marking
one half as AGREE and the other as DISAGREE. Remind students of the
prompt and have them move to the side of the room that represents
their opinion. From that spot, instruct students to take turns defending
their position. Encourage students to use their paragraphs for ideas.

3. DISCUSS A VIDEO (20 MINUTES)

Give students several sticky notes. Tell students they are going to
watch a short video about Henry and Leslie. Tell students to write or
draw words and ideas that describe how Henry feels about himself.
Students can also write or draw words and ideas that describe
Leslie’s feelings.

CLASS
ACTIVITIES

SPEAKING, WRITING,
AND LISTENING

These activities give
students opportunities to
practice speaking, listening,
and writing skKills.
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3. DISCUSS A VIDEO (20 MINUTES) continued

After the video, have students put the sticky notes on the front board. Discuss why Henry is confident

(or a similar word that the students used). Also, discuss any similarities students saw between Henry and
Leslie. Finally, ask students if any of the adjectives that describe Henry would apply to Andrew at the end of
Freckle Juice.

VIDEO Candyseed Stories | Henry & Leslie (A Children’s Story About Confidence and Self-Lover)
https://bit.ly/3ekIP6w

4. DECORATE AND DESCRIBE YOURSELF (40 MINUTES)

Give students time to decorate the blank person in the worksheet below to resemble themselves. Then have
them write words or phrases around the edge of the paper that describe positive qualities about themselves.
Display the completed work on a bulletin board titled “Positively Perfect
Just the Way We Are.”

PRINTABLE Human Body outline https://bit.ly/38TRED6

Why is it important to attend school?

Andrew discusses not wanting to attend school during the book
when his friend gives him a recipe for freckles and it does not work.
Andrew has to go back to school anyway, and he adjusts well.

5. INTERVIEW THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR (20 MINUTES)

In Chapter Four, Andrew does not want to go back to school. His mother says, “I've got a school dropout in
second grade.” Explain to students what a school dropout is and why Andrew’s mother makes this comment.
Then, invite the guidance counselor at your school to come in and speak to the class about the importance
of staying in school. Students may ask questions regarding the information presented by the school
counselor.

6. CREATE A MOTIVATIONAL POSTER (40 MINUTES)

Have students work in pairs or trios to create a poster listing their top five reasons to stay in school. Remind
students that they can use the information presented by the school counselor in Activity 5. Hang completed
posters around the school or around the classroom.

7. RESEARCH A TYPE OF SCHOOL (60 MINUTES)

The article below contains information about different types of schools available to children in the United
States. Identify the school types that are available in your area. Break students into groups and give each
group one school type and a brief description. Have students research the pros and cons of attending that
type of school. Students can also think about the type of student who would like that school the best. Have
groups collaborate to write a research report about their assigned school type.

WEBSITE Reading Rockets: Choosing a School: Types of Schools https://bit.ly/3h8o60or
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8. PRESENT RESEARCH (60 MINUTES)
Have students present their research from Activity 7. Before presenting, give students the following tips:

¢ Look at your audience.

¢ Take turns speaking during the presentation.

¢ Speak in complete sentences.

¢ Speak with a voice loud enough for everyone to hear.

How do you know who to trust?

Andrew trusts Sharon when she says she has a freckle recipe. Andrew learns that the recipe only
makes him sick, but he does trust Miss Kelly when she gives him a freckle remover.

9. DISCUSS TRUST (30 MINUTES)

Trustworthiness is an important quality to have. It is also important to find in others. Pose the following
questions:

¢ Do you think people can trust you? Why or why not?

¢ Whom do you trust? Why?

* Was there ever a time you trusted someone and it didn’t work out?

Have students discuss these questions using Concentric Circles. Place students in two circles, an inside and
an outside. Each student on the inside is paired with a student on the outside and they face each other. Give
the first question to the group and have pairs discuss their responses. Then give students a signal to rotate.
Students on the outside circle move one space to the right and now have a new partner. Follow this rotation
by giving the next question for discussion. Continue until all questions have been discussed.

10.PLAN AND WRITE A NARRATIVE ABOUT TRUST (60 MINUTES)

Present the following prompt to students:

Write about a time when you trusted someone. Describe what happened and explain whether the person
proved to be trustworthy.

Have students write about the experience in a narrative essay. Remind them to use descriptive details and a
clear sequence of events. Instruct students to use the organizer linked below to plan their writing.

PRINTABLE Personal Narrative: Tell Your Story https://bit.ly/2XYkRJc

11. WRITE AND RECORD A LIST POEM (60 MINUTES)

Ask students to think about people in their lives they can trust. Have students create a list poem titled “Trust.” A
list poem features an inventory of people, places, things, or ideas organized in a special way. It does not necessarily
need to include rhythm or rhyme, but each word should be carefully chosen and memorable. Show students a few
examples of list poems, like those on the website linked below, as examples before they begin their own.

Have students recite and record their list poem using a recording device. If possible, share the poems with
parents at conference time.

WEBSITE Thoughtful Learning | Writing a List Poem https://bit.ly/306aiDZ
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