Sun & Spoon

3RD GRADE
LITERACY MINDSET

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking,
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term
recall of important features of a story. These
activities are organized by essential questions,
which you will see in red.

How do hobbies help you connect with people?

Spoon loves playing cards with his grandparents. His parents
enjoy gardening and his sister loves collecting sticks. All of
these hobbies help the characters connect with each other.

1. SUMMARIZE THE RULES OF DOUBLE SOLITAIRE
(60 MINUTES)

Spoon loves playing triple solitaire with Gram and Pa. He wants to

play double solitaire with Pa throughout the story, but Pa is not ready
to play until the end. Provide each student with a deck of cards. Then
have them read the information on the website linked below explaining
three methods of double solitaire. Ask students to choose one method
to play with a friend. Finally, instruct students to write a summary
explaining the rules of their chosen method of double solitaire. Remind
students to convey information in a logical order.

WEBSITE wikiHow | How to Play Double Solitaire https:/bit.ly/2XAlgQk

2. WRITE A HOW-TO PIECE (45 MINUTES)

Spoon and his family participate in many hobbies throughout the
book, including gardening, playing cards, and putting together jigsaw
puzzles. Have students choose a hobby they enjoy doing. Then ask
students to write a guide to taking part in this hobby. Students should
write step-by-step instructions so that a person who is unfamiliar with
the hobby can partake in it by following the directions. Have students
use a flow chart like the one linked below to plan their writing.

PRINTABLE Flow Chart https:/bit.ly/2YHz2mc

CLASS
ACTIVITIES

¢

SPEAKING, WRITING,
AND LISTENING

These activities give
students opportunities to
practice speaking, listening,
and writing skKills.
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3. PRESENT A HOW-TO PIECE (45-60 minutes depending on class size)

After students complete Activity 2, encourage them to bring in the objects needed to take part in their
chosen hobby, if possible. Then, have students present their writing. Students should explain their hobby
step-by-step, including the objects if they are able to bring them. Then, give the class time to ask questions.
Grade students on presentation skills as well as their ability to answer questions posed to them.

4. DISCUSS FORMAL VERSUS INFORMAL SPEAKING (10 MINUTES)

Before students present for Activity 3, review the difference between formal and informal language. Give
students the examples below and ask if they represent formal or informal language. Then remind students
that when they are presenting to the class, they should use formal language.

Informal Examples Formal Examples

“What’s up?” “How are you feeling today?”

“That show was awesome!” “l enjoyed watching that television show with you.”
“Oscar was freaking out about the test.” “Are you prepared for dinner?”

What makes a family?

Spoon lives with his parents, younger sister, and older brother. His Pa lives down the street and
is an integral part of Spoon’s family as well.

5. DISCUSS FAMILY UNITS (45 MINUTES) The Fgm;|y Book
Watch a reading of the story The Family Book by Todd Parr, linked below. @ ﬁ

3

After students listen to the story, pose the following questions:
¢ What is a family?

* What makes some families different from others?

* What would the world be like if all families were the same?

¢ How does the fact that all of us come from different families make our class
a more interesting place?

Place students into groups of 4-5 and ask them to discuss the first question.

After sufficient time has passed for discussion to develop, have one or two students from each group rotate
to a different group while the other group members remain where they are. Once in their new group, have
students discuss a different question, and they may also share some of the key points from their last group’s
conversation. For the next rotation, students who have not rotated before may be chosen to move, resulting
in groups that are continually evolving.

VIDEO AHEYV Library | The Family Book Read Aloud https://bit.ly/2Z8TUmS
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6. READ POETRY (30 MINUTES)

Have students visit the website linked below and choose a poem about family. Instruct students to practice
reading their chosen poem independently. Then students can present the poem to the class in one of
two ways:

e Poetry reading: Students read the poem in front of the class.
e Audio recording: Students record the poem using an audio program on the computer.

Remind students to focus on good fluency, including pronunciation, voice projection, and expression, as
they read.

WEBSITE Kenn Nesbitt’s Poetry4kids.com | Topic: Poems About Friends And Family
https://www.poetry4kids.com/topic/family/

7. WRITE ABOUT FAMILY (30 MINUTES)

Ask students to list the family members who live in their home. Then ask students to add to the list
people they consider family who do not live in their home. This list could include grandparents, aunts/
uncles, cousins, close friends, and neighbors. Discuss how different students’ lists contain different people.
Brainstorm ideas as a class about what makes a person a member of a family. Finally, have students write
a paragraph describing what family is to them. Students should use their list and the class brainstorm

for ideas.

8. PUBLISH A WRITING PIECE (40 MINUTES)

After editing and revising Activity 7, have students type their paragraph using a
word processing program. Then give students time to draw their families in a heart-
shaped design like the one linked below. Display the students’ typed paragraphs with
illustrations on a bulletin board titled “We Love Our Families.”

PRINTABLE Heart https:/bit.ly/2W1P717

How can you stay close to people you miss?

After Spoon’s Gram has been gone for two months, he realizes that he wants something of hers
to help him remember her. He wants to keep her close to him.

9. WRITE A LETTER TO DON AND DOUGLAS (30 MINUTES)

Don and Douglas are away at their cabin during the course of the story. They write Spoon a postcard, but
Spoon never replies in the book. Writing letters or postcards is a way to keep close to friends when they
are away.

Have students write Don and Douglas a letter as if they are Spoon. In the letter, students should include
some of the things Spoon has done over the summer (according to the book). They can also make up some
things Spoon does with Joanie and Pa after the story ends. Have students use the following friendly-letter
template:

PRINTABLE Letter Template https:/bit.ly/2Ab6A2W
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10.DISCUSS THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE (20 MINUTES)

Discuss the emotions people may go through when dealing with death immediately and over time. Ask
students to think about a time when a person or pet died. This can be a personal example or an instance
from a book or film.

Have students find a partner. Ask them to talk about how the person in their example coped with death. Did
they draw pictures? Did they look at photographs? Did they visit the cemetary? Did they enjoy telling stories
about the person or pet? Did they have a trinket or object to remember the loved one? Remind students to
listen to each other’s ideas because they may learn a new way to deal with a loss.

11. CONNECT TO A SONG (20 MINUTES)

Play the following song by Warren Zevon titled “Keep Me in Your Heart for
Awhile.” The first time you play the song, ask students to think about what
Spoon would think of the song. Then, play the song a second time and have
students fill a sheet of paper with words, pictures, or other details that express
how the song can help a person feel close to someone they miss. Students can
write lyrics from the song, write their own thoughts, or draw pictures that pop
into their head as they hear the song. Give students time to share their papers
with a partner.

SONG Warren Zevon—Keep Me In Your Heart Lyrics https://bit.ly/2Zcxbq8
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