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LITERACY MINDSET

SPEAKING, WRITING, 
AND LISTENING

These activities give 
students opportunities to 

practice speaking, listening, 
and writing skills.

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking, 
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term 
recall of important features of a story. These 
activities are organized by essential questions, 
which you will see in red.

How can you help create a positive school 
community?
Richard and his classmates decide they want to win the banner 
for the best classroom of the week. This competition helps all 
students at Polk Elementary strive to be their best.

1. 	 DESCRIBE A POSITIVE SCHOOL COMMUNITY  
(45 MINUTES)

Provide the following prompt to students:

What makes our school great?

Allow students time to brainstorm ideas in small groups. Then, 
ask students to write a paragraph in response to the prompt. 
Have students use the graphic organizer linked below to organize 
their writing.

PRINTABLE OREO Writing Planner https://bit.ly/2NfNpaT

2.	 INTERVIEW THE PRINCIPAL (30 MINUTES)

Ask students to generate questions they would like to ask the principal 
about their school. Some questions could include: 

•	 What do you think makes our school great? 

•	 How do you get the entire student body to follow the rules? 

•	 What would you like students to know about our school? 

Invite the principal to the class and have students ask their interview 
questions. Ask students to reflect upon what they learned after the 
interview.

https://bit.ly/2NfNpaT
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3.	 CREATE A VIDEO (45 MINUTES)

After completing Activities 1 and 2, have students create a video describing 
why their school is great. In the video, students can read parts of their 
paragraphs (Activity 1) or act out scenes. Remind students to speak clearly 
so people understand just how great their school is. Depending on when 
you record the video, share it with parents at Back to School Night or 
conference time.

4.	 PITCH A BEST BEHAVED CLASS CONTEST (40 MINUTES)

Remind students what Richard and his classmates did to earn the school banner (walk in the hallway, listen 
to the choices, act politely, etc.) Have students generate a list of qualifications (either as a class or in small 
groups) of what teachers and the principal may look for when naming the best behaved class of the week 
at your school. Then, invite the principal to the class and have students present the idea of creating a “Best 
Behaved Class” banner competition at your school.

How can kindness impact others?
Richard does not have any friends in his class because his previous classmates all moved on 
a grade. Emily and Matthew are kind to Richard, though, and he starts to change his attitude 
toward them.

5.	 REFLECT UPON ACTS OF KINDNESS (1 WEEK)

Discuss with students some kind gestures they could make toward peers at school. These could include 
giving a compliment, inviting someone to play, or picking up a paper someone has dropped. Have students 
make a list of at least three kind acts they plan to perform during the coming week. After the week is over, 
have students write a paragraph explaining what kind gestures they performed and how their peers reacted.

6.	 CREATE A KINDNESS SPLASH (20 MINUTES)

Have students use ideas from their list and paragraph in Activity 5 to make a kindness splash. Show students 
how to write their ideas in a word cloud using an online tool, or have students write their words on a paper 
in different lettering styles, colors, and sizes. Remind them that spelling counts. Display the word clouds for 
other students to get ideas on how to be kind.

7.	 RECALL A KIND ACT (20 MINUTES)

Ask students to think about a time when someone was kind to them. Have them think about what happened 
and how they felt. Then, give students time to share the details of this experience with a peer. Finally, discuss 
how kind deeds are remembered in detail for a long time. Encourage students to perform a kind act today.
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8.	 DISCUSS THE KINDNESS BOOMERANG (15 MINUTES)

A third-grade class made a video to show what it is like to be kind. Show the video to your class, then have 
students discuss what they learned using the think/pair/share discussion method. First, allow students a few 
minutes to think about their responses. Then, put students into pairs and have them discuss their responses 
together. Finally, discuss responses as a whole class.

VIDEO Kim Bryner | kindness boomerang-third grade https://bit.ly/2OtSDAN

How can you adopt a positive attitude toward school?
At the beginning of the school year, Richard is upset that he is held back a grade. He does 
not like school and spends much of his time avoiding work. As the story progresses, though, 
Richard realizes that he is improving and that being held back is not so bad.

9.	 EXTEND THE STORY (75 MINUTES)

Have students write a final chapter to the book about the end of the school year. Some topics for students 
to consider include:

•	 Does Richard’s class get the banner again? 

•	 Does Richard continue to make good choices? 

•	 Does Richard’s reading improve? 

•	 Does Richard move on to third grade? 

Instruct students to plan their writing using the story map linked below.

PRINTABLE Story Map 2 https://bit.ly/3jEHAD9

10.	PRESENT A STORY EXTENSION (60–90 MINUTES)

Give students the opportunity to present the story extension they wrote in Activity 9. Before students 
present, have them review their writing to make sure they have used complete sentences when appropriate. 
Remind students to read their writing with proper fluency, focusing on expression, pace, and smoothness.

11 . 	PROMOTE A POSITIVE ATTITUDE (30 MINUTES)

Ask students to share their feelings about school. List these feelings on the board, separating them into 
positive and negative feelings. Then, ask students to use the information they have learned throughout this 
unit to brainstorm ways people can change negative attitudes toward school.

https://bit.ly/2OtSDAN
https://bit.ly/3jEHAD9

