The Day You Begin

2ND GRADE
LITERACY MINDSET

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking,
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term
recall of important features of a story. These
activities are organized by an essential question,
which you will see in red.

Why is it important to celebrate our unique qualities?

1. PRESENT IDEAS ON FRIENDSHIP (45 MINUTES)

After reading the book, students will be put in groups of at least three.
Each group will be given poster paper. Each group must come up
with one word to describe friendship. That word will be written at the
center of the paper and a collage of drawings relevant to the word will
surround it. The groups will then present their work to the class.

2. ANALYZE CHARACTERS (30 MINUTES)

It is important to consider how the characters in the book help

to unfold the theme. The two main characters are Rigoberto and
Angelina. For this activity, students will need to use their book as

a reference to find details about Angelina and Rigoberto. Provides
students with the Venn Diagram linked below. Have students fill in
the outer areas of the circles with qualities that make each character
unique. After they list what makes Rigoberto and Angelina unique,
have students write the one thing they have in common in the area
where the circles overlap.

PRINTABLE Venn Diagram https://bit.ly/3fuOGsH

3. IDENTIFY CHARACTER TRAITS
(Ongoing throughout the school year)

As students read other stories throughout the school year, have them
identify central characters and their qualities. Keep a class chart on
which students collaborate to track the characters they read about.
At the end of the school year, have students produce a brief report in
which they choose 3-4 of their favorite characters and describe what
makes each character unique.
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SPEAKING, WRITING,
AND LISTENING

These activities give
students opportunities to
practice speaking, listening,
and writing skills.
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The Day You Begin CLASS

ACTIVITIES

2ND GRADE

Assign one page in the book to each group of three. Instruct the groups to create a
poem or song based on the words or illustration from that page. Then help groups
use digital tools to record their creative work and present it to the class. Instruments ﬂ

4. RECORD A SONG/POEM (2 HOURS) ﬁ

can be used, as well as visual aids.

5. DESIGN A CLASS QUILT (2 HOURS)

In this activity, students will be creating a beautiful quilt design. Each child in class will design, paint, and
position a shape that they feel represents something unique about themself. On the back of each individual
shape, each student will write an explanation about how the shape and design represents themself. Help the
class put the shapes in place to form a class quilt.

6. REFLECT ON THE BOOK (30 MINUTES)

In groups, students will take turns reading pages in the book. After each page, group members will pause
and reflect on what the reader has read. Each analysis will be different. Ask students to discuss the following
questions:

« What difficulty is each character is facing in the passage?
¢ How does the illustration contribute to the meaning of the words?

Encourage students to reflect in ways that promote empathy.
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