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I am Martin Luther King Jr.

LITERACY MINDSET

SPEAKING, WRITING, 
AND LISTENING

These activities give 
students opportunities to 

practice speaking, listening, 
and writing skills.

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking, 
inquiry, and engagement, as well as long-term 
recall of important features of a story. These 
activities are organized by essential questions, 
which you will see in red.

How can children help spread the message of 
equality?

1 . 	 DISCUSS AND RECORD FACTS (30 MINUTES)

After students read the book, have them work in small groups to list 
information they learned about Martin Luther King Jr. Then, share the 
video below. As students watch the video, have them pay attention to 
additional information the video gives them about Dr. King. After the 
video, give students time to discuss what they learned from the video 
with their groups and add the information to their lists. 

VIDEO Scholastic | Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: A Leader and a Hero 
https://bit.ly/3lDFncy

2.	 DISCUSS EQUALITY (30 MINUTES)

Remind the students that many children joined the Children’s Crusade 
or Children’s March. Discuss why these children got involved in Martin 
Luther King’s marches. Discuss the word equality. Ask students to 
consider how equality is related to the Children’s March. 

After students have time to think, allow them to share their ideas with 
a partner. Then, gather the class for a whole group discussion. The 
video below gives additional information about the Children’s March. 
There are real photographs of the time period, so please preview the 
video to make sure it is appropriate for your students. 

VIDEO Atlanta History Museum | The Children’s March: Birmingham 
Children’s Crusade https://bit.ly/391hOoC 

https://bit.ly/3lDFncy
https://bit.ly/391hOoC
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3.	 WRITE ABOUT EQUALITY (45 MINUTES)

Ask students to use the information gathered in Activity 1 and their discussion ideas from Activity 2 to 
write a two-paragraph informational essay about equality. In the first paragraph, students should include 
information about Dr. King. In the second paragraph, students should explain what equality is, why it is 
important, and why the word is connected to Dr. King. Students can use the T-Chart to help organize 
their ideas. 

PRINTABLE T Chart https://bit.ly/3w2ooV5

4.	 DISCUSS OPINIONS (20 MINUTES)

Present this question to the students.

Prompt: Do you think you would have joined the marchers during the civil rights movement? 

Students who think they would should move to one side of the room. Students who do not think they would 
move to the other. Have student volunteers explain their reasons in complete sentences. Then ask: What 
types of things or issues do people protest today? List the ideas the students say on the board or chart 
paper. Students will use these ideas in Activity 4.

5.	 WRITE A PLAY (60 MINUTES)

Have students choose one of the issues from Activity 4 that people protest 
today. Group students together based on the issues they choose. Then ask each 
group to write a play. The play should be about children their age standing up 
for the issue that they chose. In the play the students should include what the 
issue is as well as an action (or actions) they can take to stand up for the issue. 
Students can use this graphic organizer to plan out the events of their play 
before they write it.

PRINTABLE Sequence Ladder https://bit.ly/3vZjLv5

6.	 RECORD A PLAY (60 minutes per group)

After students write their plays in Activity 5, have them practice reading their 
plays. Then give each group a chance to record their play. Remind students 
to speak clearly when reading their lines and to use expression. If time, play the 
recordings for another grade so they can learn about issues with equality in the world.

Why is it important to have perseverance?

7.	 DISCUSS THE MAIN IDEA (30 MINUTES)

Martin mentions that he reads the words of Henry David Thoreau when he is in college. Share the video 
below with the students. The video ends with a quote by Thoreau. Pause the video, and ask the students 
what they learned. What is the message? Have students talk with pairs or trios about interests they have 
that could be explored further. After the discussion, students should write three or more interests that they 
have in life. 

VIDEO Mulligan Brothers | Never give up, Believe in yourself! https://bit.ly/3c3Bnig
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List the details in the correct order. Start at the bottom of the ladder and climb to the top.

Sequence Ladder

Topic:

Last

Next

Then

First

Sequence Ladder

https://bit.ly/3w2ooV5
https://bit.ly/3vZjLv5
https://bit.ly/3c3Bnig
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8.	 WRITE AN OPINION PARAGRAPH (40 MINUTES)

In Activity 7, students watched a video that ends with Thoreau’s quote  
“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.” 
Post this quote on the board. Then, ask students to write a paragraph explaining 
how they feel about the quote. Do they agree? Do they disagree? Students 
can use one or more of their interests that they brainstormed in Activity 7 to 
give examples to support their opinion. Students can use this Opinion Writing 
organizer to help them get started.

PRINTABLE Opinion Writing https://bit.ly/3y66kv7

9.	 WRITE A PLAN (30 MINUTES)

Students listed three interests they have in Activity 7. Have students choose 
one interest and write a plan that explains what they could do to improve 
their ability in or knowledge of this interest. Students should be as specific 
as possible. For example, if a student wants to improve in basketball she might write that she will practice 
dribbling skills three times per week, practice shooting three times per a week, go for a run twice a week, 
and play a game at least once a week. As students are writing, encourage them to talk to their peers if they 
need suggestions. Students can write their plan in a paragraph or in a list.

10.	REVISE WRITING (30 MINUTES)

After completing Activity 9, have students meet with you or another adult. Review each student’s plan. 
Provide feedback on areas of improvement. Then have students write a final copy. 

11 . 	CONDUCT RESEARCH (60 MINUTES)

Give students the chance to research an accomplished child or young adult who performs 
the interest they selected in Activity 9. Students can use a safe search engine, such as 
the one included below, to research. Students should organize the information they learn. 
One organizational strategy is the Nonfiction Pyramid that is linked below. 

WEBSITE Safe Search Engine https://www.kidzsearch.com/ 

PRINTABLE Nonfiction Pyramid https://bit.ly/2QkWdkB

12.	REPORT IN A CLEAR VOICE (30–45 minutes, depending on class size)

After students complete the research in Activity 11, ask them to present their findings to the class. Students 
should speak in a clear voice. Students should also show excitement or enthusiasm as they present. You can 
use the oral presentation rubric below to assess the students. 

PRINTABLE Oral Presentation Rubric https://bit.ly/3ed88rJ
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State your opinion. Then give reasons and examples to make your opinion clear.

Opinion Writing

Opinion

Reason why your opinion is correct

Example that supports your reason

Reason why your opinion is correct

Example that supports your reason

Opinion restated 

Opinion Writing

https://bit.ly/3y66kv7
https://www.kidzsearch.com/
https://bit.ly/2QkWdkB
https://bit.ly/3ed88rJ

