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José Three

LITERACY MINDSET

What role does family play in our lives?
Use this essential question to guide student learning with class discussion and 
inquiry activities.

1 . 	 EXPLORE FAMILIES AND GENERATIONS (30 MINUTES)

Model José’s family tree, which includes Abuelita (Grandma), Abuelito 
(Grandpa), Mamá, Papá, José, and José Four (optional). Then model a 
family tree for a family with a different structure (perhaps from another 
story the class has read or make one up). This is a great opportunity to 
highlight the fact that family trees can look very different because each 
person’s family is unique. 

Help students follow the models to create their own family tree. Ask 
them to label each family member with a name and relationship 
to the student (for example, David, brother). Then have students 
share their family trees and talk about the generations in their own 
families. To help students understand relationships and pronouns, ask 
them questions about their family tree using a variety of pronouns. 
For example:

•	 David is your brother. Who is his father?

•	 Your mom’s name is Carissa. Who is her mom?

•	 Your cousins are Melissa and Andres. Who are their parents?

Help students answer in complete sentences using the appropriate 
pronoun(s).

Support: Have students draw a portrait of each person in their family 
first, either on separate sheets of paper or on a piece of paper split 
into six boxes. Allow them to cut them out and physically organize 
their own family tree. Offer a similar activity for them to do with 
José’s family.

Use the bilingual book  
José Tres to help support 

Spanish-speaking ELL  
students with the activities.

ELL SUPPORT

Talk about family vocabulary: son, daughter, 
grandma, dad, etc. Ensure ELL students  

understand what each word means. 

https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/137/137.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/2182/2182.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/2182/2182.pdf
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2.	 UNDERSTAND PAST AND FUTURE (30 MINUTES)

Begin by engaging students in an informal discussion with questions that require them to respond first in the 
past tense and then in the future tense. For example:

•	 What did you do last weekend? What will you do next weekend?

•	 What did you do first after waking up this morning? What will you do before going to bed?

•	 What did you eat for breakfast? What will you eat for dinner?

As students answer, point out how verbs change depending on whether they are talking about the past or 
the future.

Then, provide students with the T-Chart graphic organizer and have them label the columns with the words 
Past and Future. Instruct them to add an older family member’s name above the word Past and their own 
name above the word Future. Prompt the students to share about where each person went (or will go) to 
school. Guide them in writing sentences that use the proper verb to express past and future.

For example: My Dad went to ___. I will go to ___.

Encourage students to notice how the verbs change depending on each person. Have them write more 
sentences about topics such as careers, places raised, pets owned, favorite foods, etc. Changing verbs tell us 
about the past and future!

Extension: Explain to students that most verbs add -ed for the past tense, but there are quite a few tricky 
verbs. Start with these words and think about how they change to show the past tense: run, go, eat, drink.

PRINTABLE

•	 T Chart https://bit.ly/3w2ooV5

•	 Gráfica T https://bit.ly/3wQCauK

3.	 EXPLAIN “WHAT’S SO FUNNY?” (15 MINUTES)

Using the phrase “What’s so funny?” is a great way to get readers 
thinking about how they’re processing a story. There are many moments 
created by the family tradition of male names in José Three that can 
cause a reader to smile or laugh. When moments like this occur, pose 
the question “What’s so funny?” to students. This encourages them to 
explain their thinking by including the context of the situation because 
the illustration itself does not tell the whole story. Emphasize that 
the words give us the detail that help make the illustration enjoyable. 
Also, when we speak about the illustrations, we must use prepositions 
carefully so that others can understand what we are describing.

Great places for discussion include:

•	 p.4—Papá , Abuelito, and José Three all answer when Abuelita calls 
for José . What is funny about this part of the story? 

•	 p.5—Why is that illustration of a dog with two plates so funny?

•	 p.8—Mamá says José is late. Why is that funny?

ELL SUPPORT

Be sure to provide context 
into what is happening 
in the story. Make sure 

ELL students understand 
that the confusion is 
coming from all three 
family members being 
named José. Grandpa, 
Papá, and José Three 

are all responding to the 
same name!

https://bit.ly/3w2ooV5
https://bit.ly/3wQCauK
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4.	 DEMONSTRATE EMOTIONS (15 MINUTES)

Have students think back to all the events that José Three participates in with his Abuelito and Papá. While 
José Three seems to enjoy himself during most of the activities, not everyone will have the same opinion 
about the activities. For example, José went fishing. Students can show on their faces how they feel about 
fishing. Encourage students to notice the facial expressions of others. What emotions are others showing? 
Then, on a paper visible to all students, generate a list of activities that students may enjoy with an icon to 
represent that activity. Read through the list slowly, pausing for students to visibly show how they feel about 
that activity.

Extension: Students can expand their vocabulary beyond like and dislike to other synonyms or completely 
different words that match their opinions. For example: disgusted, curious, confused, etc.

5.	 WRITE A LETTER OF ADMIRATION (45 MINUTES)

Begin by having students think about the word admire. Use a gesture that brings 
both fists under the chin, tilts head, and smiles. Explain to students that when 
you admire someone, you look at them in a way that matches this gesture in 
your brain. Why would you look at someone like this? 

Next, have students consider José Three. Who do we think he admires? Why? 
Engage in discussion about how admiration is shown in the story.

Finally, have students think about someone in their own lives (adult, sibling, 
school staff, etc.) whom they admire. Ask them what that person does to make 
them admirable. Students might talk about loving someone, which is one path 
to explore with admiration, but be sure to ask about other reasons you admire 
someone. Reinforce the idea that admiration usually comes because of positive 
values that an individual possesses. Students can take turns asking classmates 
who they admire and why.

Help students write a letter to a person in their life who they admire. Provide them with the Write a Letter 
graphic organizer to draft their writing. As support, write some sentence starters on the board that they can 
use in their letter. Help them deliver the letter and see the recipient’s reaction!

PRINTABLE

•	 Write a Letter https://bit.ly/3ho1P9u

•	 Escribir una carta https://bit.ly/3xHSDkZ
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Use the outline to write a letter.

Write a Letter

,
(Date)

(Greeting)

(Body)

,
(Closing)

(Signature)

                                           May 16, 2021   
   Dear Mario, 
        Let’s eat lunch together tomorrow!
  Sincerely,
        Elena

Write a Letter Graphic Organizer

https://bit.ly/3ho1P9u
https://bit.ly/3xHSDkZ
https://bit.ly/3ho1P9u

