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LITERACY MINDSET

What makes you unique?

Use this essential question to guide student learning with class discussion and
inquiry activities.

1. DETERMINE A CENTRAL MESSAGE (20 MINUTES)

Discuss the concept of a central message in literature. Ask students to
think about the story Mine. Ask the following questions:

¢ What does the character learn in the story?

¢ What do you think the author wants you to learn from the story?

¢ How does the title give us clues about the central message?

ELL SUPPORT

While reading the book, pause regularly to ask
comprehension check questions via circling.

Review the details of the story using questions
that are not open ended.

2. DISCUSS CREATIVE EXPRESSION (20 MINUTES)

In the story, the main character relates to people in her family. With this
in mind, discuss the questions below as a whole class:

¢ What does the main character learn about herself and her
family members?

¢ Do you think we can tell how the main character likes to express
herself creatively?

¢ How do you express yourself creatively? Is there someone else in
your family who expresses themself in the same way?

Extension: Have students look into a mirror. Emphasize that some
things that are yours are things you can see: hair, eyes, skin, etc.
Name the things you see. Next, direct the mirror toward your heart.
Some things that are yours are in your heart and cannot be seen.
Ask what they “see” in their heart.
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Use the bilingual book Mio
to help support Spanish ELL
students with these activities.
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3. GATHER INFORMATION (30 MINUTES)

Have students form two lines and face one another. They will have a new partner for each question. One
line will shift down, and the leftover person will go to the other end. Remind students to use an appropriate
volume so their partner can hear them without distracting the pairs next to them. Have partners discuss the
following questions:

« What do you have in common with the main character?
¢ How are you the same as your family members?
¢ How are you different from your family members?

¢ What is something that you have that none of your family members have?
In other words, what makes you unique?

As the students share with their partners, remind them to use an appropriate
volume and stay on the topic.

Support: Begin by having students answer the questions on their own. This will give them a map to use
during their discussions and decrease the anxiety level for some students. Allow students to represent
their answers in a variety of ways—by drawing, listing details on a graphic organizer, writing short
responses, etc.

4. WRITE COMPLETE SENTENCES (15 MINUTES)

Have students individually write a complete sentence to express something they shared with a partner in the
previous activity. Then instruct them to add one more sentence to tell more about it. (For example, “I have
my sister’s laugh. It is so loud and silly!”)

Support: After group discussion but before writing, generate a list of characteristics as a class. If students
struggled to identify their own, they may select one from the list and use it in their writing.

5. DISCOVER MY IDENTITY (30 MINUTES)

Lead students in thinking about their identity. If students were to write a book all about themselves, what
would the books say? Encourage students to broaden their thinking to consider groups they belong to.
Support students by providing sentence frames such as these:

e lamina (traditional, blended, adopted, etc.) family.
The people in my family are .

e |goto school because | live in neighborhood.
| like my school because .

Once they complete their sentences, ask them to pick a couple to share
with the class. Students can then create their own version of the Mine
book by following these steps:

ELL SUPPORT

Allow students to write

1. Fold a few blank white sheets of paper in half. in their native language

2. Staple (or otherwise binding) down the spine if desired.

3. Add some of their sentences—along with pictures—on the pages!
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