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Good Trouble

LITERACY MINDSET

What is the difference between being a bystander 
and an upstander in relationships with others?
Use this essential question to guide student learning with class discussion and 
inquiry activities.

1 . 	 DEFINE THE DIFFERENCES (50 MINUTES)

Via class discussion, define the differences between the following 
concepts with students. Identify examples from history and from 
students’ life experiences.

•	 Bystander and upstander

•	 Good trouble and bad trouble

Some quotes from the text to reference:

•	 “Don’t get in trouble. It’s just the way it is,” John was told.

•	 John didn’t want trouble. He wanted answers. He didn’t want 
trouble. He wanted change. He didn’t want trouble. He wanted fair.

•	 John’s conscience was like a little light on the inside.

After discussion, group students in pairs and have them define the four 
terms in writing (each on their own paper).

Support: Explore the term conscience before reading. The Talking 
with Trees website provides additional videos and activities to help 
define this term.

Explain to students that John Lewis relied on his conscience to 
guide his decisions.

WEBSITE Talking with Trees | Conscience / Making Good Choices 
https://bit.ly/3giBV5Q

ELL SUPPORT

Before reading, provide an image or symbol 
to help students understand each of the 

following terms: good trouble, bad trouble, 
upstander, bystander

Use the bilingual book  
Buenos problemas to help 

support Spanish ELL students 
with these activities.

https://bit.ly/3giBV5Q
https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/3764/3764.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/class-activities/3763/3763.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/3764/3764.pdf
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2.	 TALK WITH A PARTNER (30 MIINUTES)

Present the following question to the class.

Prompt: When have you gotten into good trouble or seen someone else 
get into good trouble?

Provide students with the Think-Pair-Share graphic organizer. Have 
them first think about and write down an answer to the question on 
their own. Next, group students in pairs, then have them take turns 
describing to their partner a time when they got into good trouble 
or saw someone get into good trouble. Ask each student to write 
down their partner’s response. Finally, have pairs share responses with 
the class.

In the same pairs, have students refer directly to the text to answer the 
following question. 

Prompt: What did John Lewis do that made him an upstander? 

Have students use the next line on the Think-Pair-Share graphic organizer to gather and share 
their thoughts.

PRINTABLES

•	 Think-Pair-Share https://bit.ly/3tHn9cw

•	 Pensar-Emparejar-Compartir https://bit.ly/3vTo1fc

3.	 IDENTIFY THE MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS (30 MIINUTES)

As a class, identify the main idea in Good Trouble. Then, have students 
work in pairs using the Main Idea and Supporting Details graphic 
organizer to identify three details related to the main idea. Share and 
discuss as a class.

Extension: As a class, listen to “Talking Gets Us There” by Amanda 
Gormon. Together, discuss the connections between the poem and 
the main idea of the book.

PRINTABLES

•	 Main Idea and Supporting Details https://bit.ly/2RUntaI

•	 Idea principal y detalles en apoyo https://bit.ly/3gQqd2A

VIDEO PBS Kids | Inaugural Poet Amanda Gorman reads “Talking Gets Us There” https://bit.ly/2UtBYDn

ELL SUPPORT

For activities that 
involve speaking, allow 

students to speak in their 
first language.
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Name Date

Fill out the organizer with information about a topic.

Main Idea and Supporting Details

Main Idea

Topic

Detail

Detail

Detail

Main Idea and Supporting Details 

https://bit.ly/3tHn9cw
https://bit.ly/3vTo1fc
https://bit.ly/2RUntaI
https://bit.ly/3gQqd2A
https://bit.ly/2UtBYDn
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4.	 DISCUSS DR. KING (30 MIINUTES)

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. inspired John Lewis. In the text, we learn that Dr. King was his “hero.” What do your 
students know about Dr. King that can help them understand why he was a hero to John Lewis? What do 
they want to know about Dr. King? What new information about Dr. King do they learn from the text? 

Give students the K-W-L Chart graphic organizer. As a class, discuss some information about Dr. King 
that can be placed in the chart’s K, W, and L columns. Then have students add more details to the chart 
independently or in pairs.

PRINTABLES

•	 K-W-L Chart https://bit.ly/3bmf2eQ

•	 Gráfica S-Q-A https://bit.ly/2TSbiMo

5.	 DELIVER AN ORAL PRESENTATION (1–2 class periods)

Have students use the Paragraph Organizer to write a response to one of the 
following topics of their choice:

•	 How was John Lewis an upstander?

•	 What makes good trouble “good”?

•	 How did Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. inspire John Lewis?

•	 How are Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and John Lewis similar?

•	 How did John Lewis make an impact on the nation?

After students complete their paragraphs, have them present their ideas to the 
class in an oral presentation. To prepare for their presentations, students may 
write sentences on notecards, type and print notes, or create a PowerPoint.

Support: Make sure the classroom culture is a safe space for all speakers to 
present. Allow students to present in front of smaller groups or to the teacher 
rather than to the entire class. Give them time to practice their presentation 
before they present.

PRINTABLES

•	 Paragraph Organizer https://bit.ly/3vXnDfA

•	 Organizador de párrafos https://bit.ly/3d943GJ

Name Date
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Paragraph Organizer
Topic Sentence

Supporting Detail 1

Supporting Detail 2

Supporting Detail 3

Conclusion

Paragraph Organizer

https://bit.ly/3bmf2eQ
https://bit.ly/2TSbiMo
https://bit.ly/3vXnDfA
https://bit.ly/3d943GJ

