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When John’s family went into town, he read signs all around. 
He asked questions too. Those questions were answered in hushes and shushes.

Sometimes through looks, sometimes through sounds, sometimes through upset faces around.
“Don’t get in trouble. It’s just the way it is,” John was told.
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1945



John didn’t want trouble. He wanted answers.
He didn’t want trouble. He wanted change.
He didn’t want trouble. He wanted fairness.

The laws in place put his hopes on the other side of trouble. 
John wasn’t afraid to cross that line to get there.
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1955



John quickly wrote to his hero, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
John knew that Dr. King also wanted better for all people. 
“I need your help,” John wrote.

Through the radio, John always felt a connection to Dr. King. 
His words spoke to John’s heart.  
His words spoke to John’s conscience, 
the sense of what is right or wrong.

When signs said White Only, John knew this just wasn’t right.
When his family told him not to question the laws, 
he knew it wasn’t right.
John’s conscience was like a little light on the inside.
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1957



Dr. King taught John how to use his rights to fight for what was right! 
As a young man, John used his right to protest. John used his freedom of speech.

He found peaceful ways to say, “Please listen to me!” 
If something was not right, John found a way to get in the way. 
He called this good trouble.
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1958–1963



John Lewis stood before a sea of people.
He knew people in power would hear his words.
He wanted to challenge them to change unfair laws. 

“We want our freedom, and we want it now. 
We do not want to go to jail.
But we will go to jail if this is the price we must pay for love, 
brotherhood, and true peace.”

John spoke with power and peace. 
He hoped his words would light a fire in the hearts of others.
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AUGUST 28, 1963



One day John led a peaceful march for voting rights.
The people marched with peace on their minds.
They marched with hope in their hearts.

The officers in front gave John the same look people in 
town did when he was younger.
“Turn around!” yelled an officer.
John and his allies stopped to pray.
They were met with anger and hate.
They were harmed and taken to jail!

This did not stop John. 
He knew that he wasn’t wrong. 
The laws were wrong!

John was willing to risk his life to make things right. 
He called this necessary trouble to change people’s lives.
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MARCH 7, 1965



John became the leader of the Voter Education Project.
His job changed, but his goal was the same.
He knew voting was a powerful tool. 

John and his team helped millions of people sign up to vote. 
He continued to find ways to give people hope.

1971



John became someone people could vote for to represent their beliefs. 
He became a councilman in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Now John was in power as a politician.
He reminded other politicians to do what was best for their city. 
Most of all, he led by example. 
John’s light continued to shine bright!
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1981



John Lewis became a Congressman. Throughout his life, John never wanted to break the laws. 
He wanted to change the laws!

As a lawmaker, John became a light for other lawmakers around him. He spoke up when something was not fair! 
He found a way to get in trouble—good trouble—to change people’s lives.
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1986



President Obama placed the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
around John Lewis’s neck. 

“When parents teach their children what is meant by courage, 
the story of John Lewis will come to mind,” he explained.

Now the world knew what John always knew. 
It is good to get in trouble sometimes—necessary trouble  
to change people’s lives.
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