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In the Lights: The Story of 
Lin-Manuel Miranda

LITERACY MINDSET

Use the bilingual book  
En Primer Plano to help support 

Spanish-speaking ELL  
students with the activities.

How can you turn your interests into a career?
Use this essential question to guide student learning with class discussion and 
inquiry activities.

1 . 	 IDENTIFY INTERESTS (30 MINUTES)

Ask students to choose partners. Partners look through the story for 
Lin-Manuel’s interests that are mentioned in Act 1 of the book. The 
interests should be listed in the first column of the T-Chart organizer. 
Some of the interests include playing the piano, singing, and visiting 
Puerto Rico. Discuss Lin-Manuel’s interests as a group. Ask students if 
they have any similar interests. Give students time to talk about how 
they are similar to Lin-Manuel.

PRINTABLE T-Chart https://resources.waterford.org/teacher-
resources/3547/3547.pdf

2.	 MAKE CONNECTIONS IN A STORY (30 MINUTES)

Ask partners to revisit the T-Chart they began in the previous activity. 
This time the partners look in Acts 2 and 3 of the book. Direct students 
to look for ways that Lin-Manuel uses his interests to do a job. Give 
partners the opportunity to fill in the second column with ways Lin-
Manuel used his interests as an adult.

To guide students, do one example with them. For example, one 
interest is “Lin-Manuel enjoyed visiting his family in Puerto Rico in the 
summer because he got to learn old traditions and hear Latin music.” In 
Act 2, Lin-Manuel explains how he wrote In the Heights. The characters 
told their hopes and dreams through Latin music. The musical 
was a hit. 

After partners are finished, place the students in small groups to share 
and add to their ideas.
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Name Date

Use this chart to organize your thoughts.

T-Chart

T-Chart

https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/4644/4644.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/teacher-resources/3547/3547.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/teacher-resources/3547/3547.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/4642/4642.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/books-prek-2-/4644/4644.pdf
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3.	 GATHER INFORMATION FROM A VIDEO (30 MINUTES)

Explain to the class that they are going to watch an interview that Lin-Manuel 
Miranda did with two children. As students watch the interview, they should pay 
attention to any new facts they learn about Lin-Manuel. After watching the video, 
discuss any new information. Students can record the information on the back of 
their T-Chart organizer.

VIDEO Lin-Manuel Miranda faces tough kid interviewers https://bit.ly/3EJyCR8

4.	 WRITE A PARAGRAPH (40 MINUTES)

Provide students with this topic sentence: 

Lin-Manuel Miranda had many interests as a child that he turned into a career.

Ask students to use their information from the T-Chart (Activities 1 and 2) to fill 
in the paragraph template. Students should explain an interest and how it turned 
into a career in each section. Therefore, students need to choose three interests 
to complete the paragraph. In the “Finally” section, students can add a fact they 
learned from the video. They can end with the sentence “That is how Lin-Manuel 
Miranda turned his interests into a career.”

PRINTABLE Basic Paragraph Template https://resources.waterford.org/
teacher-resources/3541/3541.pdf

5.	 PRESENT A PARAGRAPH TO THE CLASS  
(2 MINUTES PER STUDENT)

Have students use the paragraph template from the previous activity to present 
their paragraphs to the class. Remind students to speak clearly so that the 
audience can understand their words.

6.	 CREATE A CLASS T-CHART (30 MINUTES)

As a class, brainstorm some interests that the students have. Record the responses on a class T-Chart. Then, 
discuss some careers that the students could pursue based on the interests. List them in the second column. 
Remind students to take turns when sharing ideas.

Lin-Manuel Miranda

Name Date
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Organize your paragraph by completing the outline.

Basic Paragraph Template

Topic Sentence:

First,

Also,

Finally,

In conclusion,

Basic Paragraph Template

https://bit.ly/3EJyCR8
https://resources.waterford.org/teacher-resources/3541/3541.pdf
https://resources.waterford.org/teacher-resources/3541/3541.pdf

