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Bud, Not Buddy

LITERACY MINDSET

Students will engage in activities that build 
foundational skills while practicing speaking, 
listening, and writing skills.

Using Syllables with Unfamiliar Words
Tell the students to read the following excerpt while paying attention to 
the term copacetic: 

“Good, ’cause if you’re going to be traveling with us it just wouldn’t 
look too copacetic for you to be carrying that ratty old bag.” 

Remind students that breaking a new or unfamiliar word into syllables can help them to decode its meaning. 
Break the word copacetic into the correct syllables. Ask students what they think the word means.

Reading with Punctuation
Have students silently read the following excerpt from the final chapter of the book when Miss Thomas speaks 
to Bud about his mother’s death: 

“I know, Bud. But remember, your grandfather and I just found out that she passed. The hurt is brand-
new for us.” Miss Thomas started swallowing. “And even though he hasn’t seen her in eleven years, I know 
there isn’t a day that goes by that he doesn’t think about her. He’d never admit it, but there isn’t one show 
that we give that he doesn’t first look out into the audience, not to see how big the crowd is, but hoping 
that she’ll be out there. Hoping that she’d’ve seen a flyer tacked to a telephone pole somewhere and 
would stop by to see him. He loved her so much, Bud. Sorry, sweetheart.” 

After reading the passage silently, have students reread the passage aloud, pausing correctly at the different 
punctuation marks. After practicing reading the passage aloud, students should read this excerpt to an adult.
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Sentimental Items
Present the students with the following prompt:

Throughout the book, Bud mentions the various sentimental items he keeps in his suitcase. If you had to 
leave home (like Bud), what items would you pack in your own suitcase? List at least four items and give a 
clear explanation of why each item is important or significant to you.

Hoovervilles Explained
As Bud makes his way to Grand Rapids, he encounters a Hooverville. Watch the video below as a class about 
Hoovervilles and the Great Depression.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k53rXMAbq3I

Using the information learned from this video, tell students to write an essay (at least three paragraphs) to 
inform another reader about Hoovervilles. The essay must include the following features: 

•	 Clear topic sentences in each paragraph

•	 Headings to introduce each paragraph 

•	 At least one quotation from the video 

•	 Specific facts and details 

•	 A conclusion

Bud Changes
Think about Bud and his character traits. How does Bud change over the course of the novel? Analyze 
at least three of Bud’s character traits, and explain how his traits change or stay the same as the novel 
progresses. Support your response with specific evidence from the text.

Book Extension
In the conclusion of the novel, Bud starts to practice on his saxophone, and it is implied that he will now 
live with his grandfather (and continue to travel and work with the band). Tell the students to use their 
imaginations and consider what might happen next. Students should think about the following questions: 

•	 What happens to Bud and Herman’s relationship? 

•	 Does Herman begin to show Bud love and affection? Does Herman change after learning Bud is his 
grandson? 

•	 Will Bud attend school? Will he become a talented musician? 

After answering these questions, have students write their own story that explains what happens to Bud 
at the end of the novel. Remind students to use descriptive words (imagery and sensory language) to help 
make the story more engaging. Also, make sure that the stories contain a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
This narrative will be a rough draft. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k53rXMAbq3I
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Researching Flint, Michigan
The first part of Bud, Not Buddy takes place in Flint, Michigan. Bud briefly mentions the different struggles 
he faces when in the city of Flint. Sadly, many citizens of Flint continue to face social struggles to this day. 

Have students use the Internet to research a specific problem facing the citizens of Flint in modern times 
(this problem can be focused on poverty, education, racism, or on the issue of the well-documented water 
crisis). Have students write a research paper based on their topic and findings. 

Peer Discussion
Students will work with a partner (or a group of three) for this activity. After finishing the book, have 
students discuss Herman’s behavior towards Bud. Students should address and discuss the following 
questions:

•	 Why do you think Herman was so mean (cold) to Bud?

•	 Why do you think Herman was so hard on Bud’s mother? 

•	 What causes Herman to be such a tough (and often mean) character? 

•	 Do you think Herman will change now that he knows his daughter has died and that Bud is his grandson? 
Why or why not?

Role-Playing
After reading the final chapter, students can consider the different emotions and points of view of Miss 
Thomas and Bud. Assign students to work in pairs. One student will take on the role of Miss Thomas while 
the other student will take on the role of Bud. Each student pair will have a conversation (as their character) 
summarizing and explaining how they feel about Bud’s mother’s death and Herman’s behavior at the end of 
the book.

Video Discussion
Remind students that although Bud, Not Buddy has realistic elements, it is still a fictional novel. Then, have 
students watch the video on why people should read and write fiction. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lj9gv8U2P9I

ASK: According to the speaker in the video, why is reading (and writing) fiction so important? 

Have students discuss their responses as a class or with a partner.

Rely On Yourself
Bud has to rely on himself throughout most of the novel. Have students recall a time when they had to rely 
on themselves and solve a problem on their own. Have students share their responses with a partner.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lj9gv8U2P9I
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Theme Poster
Have students choose one major theme from the novel. Students should create a visual poster to illustrate or 
depict this theme. Students may create their posters digitally (using technological platforms) or physically 
(using artistic materials).

Informal and Formal Speaking
Remind students of the difference between formal and informal speech (and how people change their 
speech depending on their audience). Next, have students work in pairs. One student will be the “informal” 
speaker while the other student will be the “formal” speaker. 

Have students take turns summarizing the novel to one another (the “informal” speaker will pretend they 
are speaking with a friend, while the “formal” speaker will pretend they are speaking to the governor or 
principal). When discussions are complete, ask students what differences they noticed between their 
“formal” and “informal” discussions.


