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L E A R N I N G
TOGETHER

Make Your Own Field Guide
Have your child draw and color pictures of different 
insects. Then help your child write the insects’ 
names near the pictures. Make a book from the 
pages by fastening them together on one side. Your 
local library will have books 
that you can use as sources for 
pictures and ideas.

3D Models
Use sections of egg cartons, 
pipe cleaners, and drinking 
straws to make model insects 
and spiders. Display them in your home. You can 
make a spider web out of twine or yarn to hang the 
models from.

Make an Earthworm Farm
Fill a large clear plastic jar about two-thirds full 
with layers of sand, soil, dead leaves, and oatmeal. 
Place earthworms in the top layer. Wrap dark paper 
around the jar, and keep it in a cool, dark place. 
Add water to the soil every two days to keep it 
moist but not soggy. After a few days, look for the 
earthworms’ tunnels in the soil. Add some more 
oatmeal and observe how and when they eat. Notice 
what happens to the layers of sand, soil, leaves,  
and food.

Read
Take a trip to the library or find books online. Look 
for books about insects, spiders, and earthworms 
that you and your child can read together. Here are 
some books to consider:

• Wonderful Worms by Linda Glaser

• How to Hide a Butterfly and Other Insects by 
Ruth Heller

Waterford Books
You can find this book about invertebrates in the 
Resources & Activities tab at mentor.waterford.org.

• Creepy Crawlers by Elizabeth Lane

Invertebrates
Learn about three different groups of invertebrates (animals with no 
backbone)—insects, spiders, and earthworms.

You can find these Waterford.org books 
and practice pages—and many more—

in the Resources & Activities tab at 
mentor.waterford.org.


