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C L A S S
A C T I V I T I E S

2ND GRADE 	

Meet Yasmin

LITERACY MINDSET

SPEAKING, WRITING, 
AND LISTENING

These activities give 
students opportunities to 

practice speaking, listening, 
and writing skills.

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking, inquiry, and engagement, as 
well as long-term recall of important features of a story. These activities are 
organized by essential questions, which you will see in red.

What do you do when you are stuck on a problem?

1 . 	 DISCUSS SOLVING PROBLEMS (30 MINUTES)

Remind students that Yasmin is faced with a challenge to build 
something but cannot think of what to build. Ms. Alex mentions a 
walk, and that gives Yasmin an idea. Put students into small groups 
and ask them to brainstorm what they do when they have a problem. 
Each group should make a list. Some ideas might be ask a friend, read 
a book about the problem, or leave the problem and come back to it. 
After the groups have a few ideas, come together as a group and make 
a class list.

2.	 WRITE A STORY (60 MINUTES)

Ask each students to choose one idea from the previous activity. Then, 
have students write a short story about a character who has a problem. 
The character should solve the problem using the idea the student 
chose. Students can use the organizer below to help tell their story in 
sequential order. 

PRINTABLE Sequence Organizer https://bit.ly/3OuuEOu 

3.	 RECORD A STORY (30 minutes to record; 15 minutes per 
day to l isten to stories)

Have students record their stories from the previous activity on their 
own or with an adult’s help. Then, play a story a day. After listening to 
each story, ask the class what the problem in the story was and how it 
was solved.

https://bit.ly/3OuuEOu 
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How do you remember information like places you have been?

4.	 INTERVIEW TO ANSWER A QUESTION (20 minutes in class; 20 minutes at home)

In Yasmin the Explorer, Yasmin is using the map she drew to help her remember 
where mom might be. Ask the students how they remember things. Students 
may not have an answer, so try this simple activity. Display 10 objects or show 10 
pictures on a display screen. Give the students 45 seconds to remember as many 
objects as they can. Take them away and have students tell a partner the objects. 
Then, ask how the students remembered the objects. Did anyone remember all 
10? Ask students to interview 2 or 3 people at home. Have them ask the people 
what they do to remember things. Students will bring this research to class 
the next day.

5.	 DISCUSS IDEAS FROM INTERVIEWS (20 MINUTES)

Ask students to share the research they gathered at home from the previous activity. Before they share, 
remind students to listen to the ideas shared by their classmates. If an idea is shared, tell the students to 
share a different idea they learned. List the ideas on a class chart. If you need more ideas, the following 
website has 15 tips in the middle of the page.

WEBSITE First Cry Parenting | 15 Ways to Help Forgetful Kids Remember Stuff https://bit.ly/3vAZpux

6.	 CREATE A CLASS BOOK (30 MINUTES)

Create a class book titled We Can Remember. On each page, list one of the memory ideas from the class list 
in the previous activity. Then, give one page of the book to each student in the class. The student can add 
information about the idea that they learned during their home interviews. The student can also add ideas of 
when the strategy might be used. Illustrations can be included as well. Assemble the book. After sharing it 
with the class, keep it in the class library for the students to read.

https://bit.ly/3vAZpux

