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LITERACY MINDSET

SPEAKING, WRITING, 
AND LISTENING

These activities give 
students opportunities to 

practice speaking, listening, 
and writing skills.

Essential questions encourage fresh thinking, inquiry, and engagement, as 
well as long-term recall of important features of a story. These activities are 
organized by essential questions, which you will see in red.

How can we discover our talents and share them with 
others?

1 . 	 MIX AND MINGLE  (10 MINUTES)

Ring a chime or give another signal to indicate that students are to 
quickly find a partner. Partners will then take three minutes to each 
answer these questions: 

•	 What are some things you like to do? 

•	 What are some things people have told you you’re good at? 

Be sure to give your own example prior to the activity. Allow students 
to talk about things they’d like to be good at (or would like to learn 
how to do) if desired.

2.	 TAKE PART IN SMALL GROUP TALENT SHOW  
(45 MINUTES)

Put students in groups of 5–6 and have each student share something 
they are good at (or would like to be good at). If they can perform or 
demonstrate it in person that is great; if they cannot (like cooking or 
swimming) they can describe it briefly. Be sure to allow students time 
before sharing to prepare their presentation.

After each turn, 1–2 people will give a specific shout out/compliment. 
Provide sentence starters for students to use as a framework for the 
shoutouts.

3.	 WRITE A LETTER TO YOUR FUTURE SELF  (45 MINUTES)

Prompt: Write a letter to grown-up you. What are you doing? What 
type of person are you? How are you helping others?

Provide students with the following graphic organizer to help them 
organize their writing.

PRINTABLE Letter Outline https://bit.ly/3n72vla

https://bit.ly/3n72vla
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How can we use our strengths to make a difference in our community?

4.	 RESEARCH CHILD ACTIVISTS (60 MINUTES)

Provide the class with a list of names of kids who are/were activists. Make sure 
that this list includes children representing a variety of identities. Students will 
use books or computers to research a kid who is or was an activist to answer this 
question: 

	 How did _________ (research subject’s name) use their talents to change 	
	 the world? 

Provide students with the linked organizer for them to take notes.

PRINTABLE Note Taker Organizer https://bit.ly/3wntJt0

5.	 WRITE ABOUT CHILD ACTIVISTS (60 MINUTES)

Students will use the notes from their research to write an essay on the person they chose to research. 
Provide sentence frames for each paragraph if necessary (“i.e., ________ chose to change the world by 
____________.”)

6.	 DELIVER A SMALL-GROUP PRESENTATION  (45 MINUTES)

Students will silently brainstorm for 5 minutes about how they can use their own talents to make a difference 
in their community. Then, have students form groups of 5–6 to present their ideas, with time for 1–2 peers 
to provide feedback after each presenter. Circulate as the presentations are happening to give whole-group 
feedback and praise.

https://bit.ly/3wntJt0

